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What

magnificent mode yaches.

“T've fallen in twice and [ can tell
you it's awful — it stinks,” he
shudders.

“The last time | went in, my car
keys gor wet and sex off my car alarm.
I had 1o drive home; 1o Herne Bay ina
all the way,ovey the harbour bridge.”

Morth Shore Ciry has spent the best
part of a decade shuffling the problem
waterway has been an orphan: the
parks department said it was the
stormwater  department’s  problem.
But the stormwarer department said
no, the lakes were nor stormwarer
carchments and kicked the file back

went on, the lakes’ users were left with
no choice but to oy to manage the

Modclbmrgmups including
the Electrons, the Ancient Manners

and the Radio Yache Squadron —
havcsh.ﬂ?ad.dmmmumppﬂlmg

lurks beneath

S FED UP WITH THE FOUL
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Morth Shore's great new park also
has a dark secret.

Four ponds in the new Chelsea
Heritage Park are heavily sitted
and have been the sites of regular
botulism outbreaks in recent
years.

The disease thrives in algae in
warmer months and kills dozens
of birds.

The four ponds are now Maorth
Shore City Council's responsibility.
The council has taken over the
former Mew Zealand Sugar

N NOT SO SWEET

Company land and will hold a
celebration of the handover on
March 8.

Mearwhile, coundil officers
concaded this maonth that they
knew very little about the
problems in the 7ha of ponds.
The stormwater operations
manager has been authorised to
investigate,

Before silt can be remaoved from
Chelsea or Onepato, consants
would be required from Auckliand

Regional Council.

duty for 10 years. They have Jirde -

option but to do it themselves because
there are pi few in the
region for model boats of this size,
Wattle Downs is far to the south and
Gulf Harbour a long way north.
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The Oneporo  lagoon Co-
ordination Commitee is the laest
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He needn’t be so modest. Mr
Plinston is pmidmrafd}e Radio
Yacht Squadron and his sister, Dr
Carol Bergquist, is a senior analyst of
environmental policy ar Waitakere
Ciry Council.
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Bergquist filed a flurry of repors with
local and citywide officials w oy o
embarrass them into action.

“The problem with the pond,”
noted one report, “is that the sile has
built up over many years and this has
entrapped dead vegetation and algse,
which rots when the water tempera-

ture rises. The rotring causes gases thar [
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seawater in and out with the tide. This
Aushes the worst of the algae into
Waitemata Harbour bur  hasn't
prevented the build-up of silt that now



