
Sailing 5 May 2019
Aggregate Match Race series 6
The wind was initially north-east as forecast and 
a nice strength. A course up to orange-black and 
down to bridge yellow was set. After starting a 
few races the wind switched to slight west of 
north so a new course was set to the top 
red-silver and across to the far blue.

In the race between Laurie Glover and Andy 
Spirerer, Laurie led all the way to within sight of 
the finish but he fell into a hole while Andy kept 
sailing, gave him and the hole a wide berth and 
finished ahead.

John Macaulay couldn't get his boat to work. He 
took my 101 as I finished my race for his first 
race. Later he fetched club boat 112 from my car 
and used that for the rest of his races.

Laurie had his boat fail too. He used my 101 in 
the second round, Neil Purcell's 6 in the third 
round and Mike Renner's 185 in the final round, 
winning with 101 and 185.

The race between 
John, using 112, 
and Bruce Watson 
was expected be 
aggressive in the 
prestart, and it was 
(left). Bruce got a 
penalty from this but
this was wiped 
when John got a 
penalty when he 

turned to start and hit Bruce. John led across the 

line and led as they got between Mike (185) and 
Laurie (101) (photo above). Bruce got past at the
top mark and went on to win. Laurie caught Mike 
to take the win in that race.

Bruce Watson and I won all four of our races. 
Andy Spirerer won 3 races, his best competition
day so far. George Stead still leads the series 
with 4 days counting, 2 dropped.

Match Race Cup 2018
Neil Purcell and I had a Match Race Cup race before 
the series start. I managed to get a penalty on Neil in 
the prestart with a port- starboard incident. This gave 
me the lead as he completed the turn and I then got 
into a breeze on the downwind as he struggled in light
air around the top mark. I took the win.

We were first up in the series racing and agreed that 
this would also count as a Match Race Cup race. Neil
took the lead and was ahead around the top mark. 
On the downwind I tacked down wind, went to the left 
and then reached to the right and got an inside 
overlap to get around the lee mark in the lead. I could
then keep a close cover matching each tack to hold 
the lead and take the win.. 

McCaw Cup
Andy Spirerer and 
Foster Watkinson 
were to race a series 
of three to be a finalist
for the McCaw Cup. 
They had one race 
before the Aggregate 
series. Foster stalled 
on the start line 
allowing Andy to race 
ahead and keep this 
lead to take the win.

They also agreed to count the series race as a 
McCaw Cup race. This time the wind was more fickle 
and the two swapped lead several times on the 
windward. They were side by side on the last 
downwind with Foster getting the inside to lead 
around the final mark but Andy managed to pass and 
cross the line ahead (photo above) to win. This 
completes the best of 3 and Andy will sail against 
Mike Renner in the McCaw Cup final.

Richard Plinston, President NZRYS
Next Week(s):

May 12: Mother's Day - fun day
May 19: Winter series 2
May 26: Winter series 3
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