
Sailing 17 July 2016

Winter Series FINAL

With storms overnight continuing into the 
morning and the forecast for more rain and high 
winds it is not surprising that only 5 members 
turned out for the last race day of the winter 
series (photo at foot pre-race).

It wasn't too bad actually. The wind was just 
moderate, dropping to light at times. The rain 
stayed away until after we had left a quarter hour
early. The main problem was that wind would 
shift up to 90 degrees at times - leaving the boat 
changing tack without changing direction. This 
gave a premium on being the right side of the 
course to pick the shifts.

I picked the shifts correctly up the first leg in race
1 to grab the lead around the first mark. I 
managed to keep this lead all the way around 
the course with Kevin Webb dogging my heels.

In race 2 turbulent gusts kept Terry O'Neill from 
being able to use his handicap, each way he 
turned left him staggering and he eventually 
crossed the line after the full countdown. Tom 
Clark had taken a good sized lead and was able 
to win with myself and Kevin taking the places.

Race 3 had Kevin running away to a good sized 
lead while I had to do 2 penalties. Disaster struck
for the leaders. Kevin rounded up in gusts at a 
downwind mark while Tom had his sail servo fail 
while laying 2nd. By the time Kevin recovered the 
other 3 boats passed him at that mark. Terry and
I battled for the lead with myself getting the 
inside overlap at the final mark to take the win.

Tom took my old 01 for the rest of the racing 
giving two number 1 Pradas in the race. I only 
sailed the wrong boat once (photo below left with
Tom leading).

In race 4 Tom found 01 to his liking upwind and 
took an early lead. Kevin and I were close 
together when Neil was on starboard at the black
windward. I cleared ahead but Kevin was 
trapped and this left me to chase down Tom. 

At the start of race 5 three 
boats were reaching to the
start when a gust rounded 
them up enough to push 
them the wrong side. Tom 
recovered quickly but 
Kevin wound up on Neil's 
deck which took some time
to clear. Meanwhile I led 
away with Terry dogging 
my heels right through to 

the final mark with Tom catching up at that mark 
so we were level on the final windward with 
myself getting to the line just ahead.

In the final, divisional start, race the B boats held
the lead all the way to the final mark. with Kevin 
and I close behind. The wind shifted so much 
that the boats scattered trying to find a tack that 
worked. I crossed just a couple of inches ahead 
of Kevin.

I was top boat with 5 wins. Terry, Tom and Kevin 
were equal 2nd on 14.

Winter Series Results
1st Kevin Webb 60
2nd Terry O'Neill 71
3rd Tom Clark 72

Richard Plinston, President NZRYS.

Next Week(s):

July 24: Spring Series START
July 31: Spring Series 2
August 7: Aggregate Match Race 8
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