
Sailing 21 February 2016
Autumn Series 2
There was quite a strong southerly at lunchtime 
today. A course was set from the north end to the red 
in the far corner and then into a rough figure eight. 
During the first race the wind started to shift more 
westerly so for race 2 and later the course was 
rotated to retain windward legs.

There were just 8 members at the pond for the racing
and so umpires were not required.

In race 1 I got a good start and soon took the lead 
with Kevin Webb following closely. On the 2nd long 
windward Kevin drew level but then tacked on a shift 
that switched back and he lost momentum to allow 
me to step away to enough lead to ensure the win. 
Most of the rest of the fleet were close together in a 
bunch swapping placings with Terry O'Neill getting 3rd

on the line.

Photo left:: George 
Stead starting in 
handicap race 2 while
Jim Keogh has to dip 
back behind the line.

Peter Andrews soon 
overhauled the earlier
starters and took the 
lead and increased 
this to finish well 
ahead. George Stead
held off the rest of the

fleet to be 2nd. Kevin fought through the rest to get 3rd.

George then won the next two races. Race 3 
(scratch) had Peter and Neil Purcell taking the 
places. In race 4 (handicap) Terry O'Neil held on for 
2nd place while I worked through the fleet to get 3rd.

Race 5 I was just over the line (according to others!). 
Kevin took the lead and eventually the win while I 
had to work through from behind to get 2nd and Neil 
was 3rd.

George was off at 70 seconds in the final, divisional 
start race, and kept this lead through to the win. 
Kevin chased and managed to pass the B division 
boats for 2nd while Ivan Fraser led the Bs for 3rd.

George, with his 3 race wins, was top boat today with
a total of 10 points. Kevin was next on 13 points 
while I was 3rd with 15. Ivan Fraser leads the series.

I keep ahead of Kevin on the long windward.

State of the Pond

Since refilling the pond a few weeks ago I have 
been monitoring the weir gates. I had reported 
them leaking and the contractors have applied 
some gunk that has sealed the guides.

I have tried to check the base of the boards but 
there seems to be constant outflow during low 
tides. The flap valves are leaking enough during 
high tides to bring the pond level up an inch or 
two above the weir gates and this cascades out 
when the tide drops.

The fountain heads were raised last week. 
Previously they were below water when the pond
was full, now they are a few inches above this. 
All we need now is for them to be turned on.

Rebuild of 1 - part 2

Part C7, the base of the mast support structure 
is susceptible to breaking. The screw holes that 
hold the front of the servo tray will break away 
and the ledge in the hold that take the alloy tube 
will break. I cut back the web at the rear of the 
piece and cut away the lower web and the 
remains of the ledge. 

Using some tougher grey plastic I glued pieces 
at the rear to take new screw holes and a square
drilled 8mm for the blue tube under the front end 
to form a new ledge.

Next Week(s):

February 28: Autumn Series 3
March 6: Aggregate Match Race 4
March 13: Autumn Series 4
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