
Sailing 3 April 2016
Aggregate Match Race Series 5

The wind was light and was generally westerly, 
sometimes a bit south-west, occasionally slightly 
north.

In the morning, for the electrons, the wind was 
blowing islands of scrut through from the other 
pond and this contained pine needles and 
leaves. By the time we started sailing this had 
mostly cleared.

With just 7 members turning out there were only 
14 races required so we were able to get 
through these quite quickly.

Kevin Webb and I were first up. I was close 
behind at the first mark but soon fell behind in a 
calm patch while Kevin sailed off to take the win.

Neil Purcell leads Mike McCaw downwind while
John Macaulay leads Bruce Watson upwind.

The race between Kevin and John Macaulay had
John trailing at the start by a couple of lengths.

 Closing on the first mark John was catching and
had the starboard advantage when they crossed.

At the mark the wind was light and Kevin 
managed to turn inside John and take the lead, 
soon they were side by side on the downwind 
with John ahead at the leeward mark. Kevin 
caught up again on the windward leg and at the 
top mark they were side by side again, this time 
John had the inside track.

John took the lead and they separated on the 
downwind which gave Kevin the chance to draw 
level so that at the final mark they were again 
side by side. John held the inside track and was 
able to come out ahead to take the win.

4 members had 3 wins each.

Brian Stiff is close behind Neil at the top mark.

A fleet race afterwards used the same start line 
and first mark but rounded this to port. I was 
leading at the mark, and was on starboard, with 
John very close but he tried to round the wrong 
way as that is what the match races did. On the 
2nd lap he was catching me again but went the 
wrong way again so I took a good sized lead for 
the rest of the race and won.

Richard Plinston, President NZRYS.

Next Week(s):

April 10: Autumn Series 6
April 17: Autumn Series FINAL
April 24: ANZAC Day - fun day
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