
Sailing 17 March 2013
Autumn Series 4

It was somewhat damp today, though we didn't 
get any heavy rain, just some drizzle. The 
Electrons had left early so perhaps they did get 
rain. The wind was quite variable but often was a 
good sailing breeze from the NNE.

It was, however, a day of disasters for the boats. 
Carol's sail servo packed up in race 2 so she 
took the club boat and that failed too, with rudder 
troubles. Ian Bergquist lost his mast, also in race 
2, and when it eventually got to shore it was 
discovered that the mast had broken just at the 
base of the jointer. Fortunately it can be repaired 
with an internal split. Also in race 2 Gary Irwin's 
boat failed with servo problems.

Ivan Fraser's boat failed in the next race. It 
seemed to be the receiver as the led didn't come 
on as expected, even with a different battery. He 
took over the umpiring and took my boat in the 
divisional race where he led most of the way but 
on the last leg to the finish had a collision with a 
downwind boat and wound up 4th, but 1st in B 
division.

On my boat the batteries were failing. Pulling in 
the sails caused the reciever to disconnect as 
the voltage dropped and took a second or two to 
reconnect. I still managed to finish bay allowing 
for this.

Bruce Watson's transmitter kept bleeping as the 
batteries ran down and he lost control in race 4. 
Batteries were changed but these, too, failed and 
he changed to his other boat, his CFE.

In the final race Kevin Webb's boat shed a deck 
winch that held the main sheet strop. He finished 
the race but had to sail wide angles to windward.

The results were dominated by John McCaulay. 
Four race wins plus an assessed win for 
umpiring gave him a score of 5 for top score of 
the day and this also gives him a commanding 
lead in the series.

Geoff McGill had a string of 2nd places to have 
the 2nd top score of 11 and keeps him 
comfortably in series 2nd place.

Kevin Webb won two races and his total was 1 
point behind Geoff with 12. This moves him to 
3rd place in the series.

At the A division start for race 6 Bruce Watson 
points up to cut off Geoff and John (right) while 
Kevin slides past Bruce's transom. Geoff barged 
and took a penaty while John missed the start 
and had to return.

John holds off Geoff 
before rounding the 
'candy' mark. While 
they touched with 
Geoff being the 
windward mark the 
incident was green 
flagged, by me, as it 
was reasonable to 
expect John to turn 
left, not right.

State of the Pond:

There was an article in the North Shore Times 
Advertiser about the problems that the North 
Shore Radio Yacht Squadron is having with 
weed at Quarry Lake. They want to introduce 
carp to solve the problem and the council seem 
to want them to pay for resource concents at 
several thousand dollars.

A scan of this article is on the web site.

Next Week(s):
March 24: Autumn Series 5
March 31: Easter
April 7: Aggregate Match Race 5
New Zealand Radio Yacht Squadron
Web site: http://Azonic.co.nz/NZRYS/
Secretary: pfa@Xtra.co.nz


