
Sailing 25 March 2012:
Autumn Series 5
The rain had stopped in the morning and the sun 
was out giving a nice warm day. The wind was 
gusty and variable but mostly south-west.

With Geoff McGill at his daughter's wedding 
Bruce set the course, a figure eight with one long 
windward and another shorter one.

Carol/s boat had problems with the sail servo so 
she fetched the club boat from my car. After 
sorting out which transmitter was for that boat it 
was discovered that the sail servo on that was 
also not working. So she fetched 01 and used 
that, eventually getting the hang of it.

The gusty conditions did give some problems, as 
here, on the downwinds, and also on the 
windward legs with the pressure preventing the 
boats from tacking. Kevin suffered from this 
when on the leg across the back of the pond, the 
gust continued until he sailed behind the fountain 
and into the mud.

In the last race Ian led around the yellow (under 
5's boom) but John McCaulay had been brought 
too far to windward by the gusts and has had to 
turn sharply to get down to the mark.

John won this race, with Ian 2nd, and had also 
won race 2. His total of 11 points was top boat of 
the day. Well done John. Gary Irwin won races 1 
and 5 and had 2nd top score. I had a couple of 
2nds and 3rd to total 15 for 3rd top score.

Bruce and Kevin won the other two races.

Kevin and Geoff McGill are now equal first in the 
series. Bruce has taken 3rd, pushing me into 4th.

Daylight saving:

Daylight saving end next weekend so set your 
clocks _back_ one hour on Saturday night. At 
worst, if you don't, you will turn up an hour early.

Carbon Fibre and 2.4GHz:

It has been reported that 2.4GHz radio systems 
don't work well with carbon fibre hulls. This was 
from the Mablehead group at Quarry lake, 
Pupuke after they had done some testing. 

It may be OK if the aerial is raised above the 
deck. Gary has his aerial wire led out through the 
main hatch and laying on the deck.

Other Boats at the pond:

This was being sailed 
up the pond by a 
couple of young boys 
before we started 
sailing. It was just as 
well that we didn't sail 
at the same time as 
this was controlled by a 
string from the shore.

This tug didn't clash with our frequencies so he 
motored around for a while while we raced.

State of the Pond:
The rain has brought the SG down to 1.005 but 
this should recover quickly if there are a few 
days of no rain. There was few strands of black 
stuff but not enough to cause much of a problem,

Next Week(s):
March 31: RNZAF Ohakea 75th 
Anniversary Air Show and Open Day.
April 1: Aggregate Match Race 5
April 8: Easter - Fun day
April 15: Autumn Series 6
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